
Smith River Rancheria Tribal Court 
                 Attorney / Spokesperson Examination 
 
Answer each question by circling the correct response or by filling in the blank(s) as 
indicated. Each correct answer is worth 3 points. A score of 70 or more is passing. 
 
 
1. The Tribal Court’s jurisdiction includes Tribal lands and Tribal members.  
 
Circle the answer     TRUE  FALSE 
   
      …………….. 
 
2. There are four (4) members on the Judicial Oversight Committee (JOC). 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE  FALSE 
   
      …………….. 
               
3. All Tribal court judges must be at least 21 years of age. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE  FALSE 
   
      …………….. 
 
4. Some cases could be brought in either Tribal, State, or Federal Court. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE  FALSE 
   
      …………….. 
 
5. The Tribal Council may enter into agreements with other tribal or state governments 
regarding jurisdiction. 
 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
 
      …………….. 
 
6. Judges may be removed from their positions if they violate the Tribe’s laws or ethics. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
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7. Parties wishing to file a case file it with the Tribal Court Clerk. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
8. There is no right to appeal a Tribal Court order. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
 
9. A person filing a Complaint is called a    . 
 
Fill in the Blank        …………….. 
  
10. Hearings are not recorded in Tribal Court. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
 
      …………….. 
 
11. The first document filed in a case must be personally served on the parties. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
12. The Defendant (or Respondent) has 60 days to file an Answer/Response. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
13. In some cases, the summons and first papers can be served by publication. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
 
14. All papers filed with the court should be on legal sized paper (8-1/2” X 14”). 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
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15. “Discovery” is the obtaining of information by a party to a legal action from another 
party, other person or organization. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      ……………..     
 
16. A motion is a request for the court to issue a(n)     
 
Fill in the above blank 
 
 
17.The court may change time periods for good cause. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
18. There is no fee to file any document in the Tribal Court. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
19. Sometimes children may testify just to the judge and not to the entire court. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
20. The Tribal Court has no authority to honor the judgments or orders from another 
court, such as a state court or other tribal court.  
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
21. Interest on judgments from the court accrues at 20% per year. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
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22. Proceedings involving children are open to the general public. 
 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
23. Parties who fail to appear may be ordered to pay sanctions to the Court. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
24. The Smith River Rancheria Tribal Court follows California Rules of Evidence. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
25. Parties violating the Court’s standards of respect may be found in contempt of court 
and may have to pay sanctions. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
26. The Tribal Court on its own motion may issue a summons to compel the attendance 
of witnesses at trial. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
27. Failure to comply with a summons shall constitute contempt of court. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
 
28.  Parties may represent themselves in court. 

 
    Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
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29. In cases of deliberate injury, the court may award punitive damages. 
 
    Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
30. The court will appoint and pay for an attorney at a party’s request. 
 
    Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
 
       …………….. 
 
 
31. After money judgment has been entered against a defendant, the plaintiff can enforce 
the judgment  by seizing and selling the defendant’s property. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
32. After the first document in a case is served, later documents may be served by mail. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
33. A judge may be disqualified in a case if he or she has a direct interest in the outcome 
of the case. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 
 
34. The Tribal Court Ordinance waives the Tribe’s sovereign immunity from lawsuits, so 
the Tribe may be sued in Tribal Court for any reason. 
 
Circle the answer     TRUE            FALSE 
     
      …………….. 


